RELIGION AND THE STATE

MASUDI (Abu Hassan All), born at Bagdad, end of
ninth century. Historian, traveller., and geographer.
Travelled from Spain to China. Author of a
delightful work entitled Murudj Ad* Dkakab (i.e.
Meadows of Gold). Sprenger, the orientalist; styles
him " the Herodotus of Arabian history/'

'UMAR AL KHAYYAM (Abu-1-Fateh), born in Kho-
rassan, middle of the eleventh century. Astronomer,
mathematician, and poet. His father was a tent-
maker (Khayyam), hence his name. He helped to
reform the calendar. The translation of part of
his Rubdiydt by Edward FitzGerald is a classic in
English homes.

These are but a few of the great names in
Islam. Most students have been generous in
their praise. It was left for Freeman to declare
that " whatever the Saracens knew they learned
from the abiding home of civilisation at New
Rome." The intellect of Islam dazzled the
world from Khorassan to Cairo, and we have
ample evidence that many of these learned men
travelled far and wide in pursuit of knowledge,
in an age when travel was neither safe nor
comfortable.
The quality which most unfits the Koran for
modern purposes of statecraft is its indifference
to mundane affairs. Such unworldliness, though
ethically admirable, is fatal to the conduct of
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